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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA]
in the Chair.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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17/'18
1. ©6; efus Smamyed wmo
(oreryflg Cansr allgrarGs)
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S|t @) FFemuds@ PlelliiuryT?
(@) @erCmeb, ersit?

asked the Minister of Telecommunication, Foreign
Employment and Sports:

(a)  Will he inform this House separately on per year
basis -

(1) the number of women that went abroad to
work as domestic workers;

(i) the number of mothers among those women
who went abroad to work as domestic
workers; and

(iii)) the number of women who returned to Sri
Lanka after being subjected to abuse and
the number of women who died;

(iv)  from year 2005 to present?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether she admits that migration of
mothers who have young children cause
harmful effects on such children; and

(it)  if so, whether the Ministry will take steps to
prevent mothers of young children from
migrating to work as domestic workers?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Internal & Home Affairs and

Provincial Councils & Local Government:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Uva Provincial Council has

initiated a programme for granting of title
deeds;

(i)  if so, the number of deeds granted by the

present Chief Minister of the Uva
Provincial Council since his appointment to
the post of Chief Minister;

(i) the names, addresses and the Grama

Niladhari Divisions of residence of the
recipients of the deeds; and

(iv) the methodology adopted by the Provincial
Council to grant these land deeds?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana - (Minister of Internal and
Home Affairs and Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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asked the Minister of Primary Industries and Social
Empowerment:

(@) Is he aware that -

(i) there is a village called Upper Liggala in
the Galewela area;

(i) majority of the residents of the said village
make a living by engaging in brick making;
and

(iii) people living in the aforesaid village are
now facing grave difficulties in engaging in
the said industry due to the severe drought
prevalent at present, increase in the prices
of raw material and increase in the cost of
transportation?

(b) If so, will he inform this House of the steps that
will be taken by the Ministry to resolve the issues
faced by people living in the said village?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies, Economic  Affairs, Resettlement and
Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and
Youth Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the reliefs provided to the people who were
displaced or affected by the terrorist
violence or ethnic clashes by the
rehabilitation and resettlement programmes
of the government; and

(if) accordingly, the number of persons who
have been provided such reliefs from 2009
up to date in relation to each district and
Divisional Secretary's Division separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies, Economic Affairs, Resettlement &
Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and
Youth Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the rainfall received in each year from year
2010 to 2017 by the surrounding areas of
the upper elevation reservoirs of the
Mahaweli ‘H’ zone is irrigated,

(i) the extent of paddy land cultivated in each
year during the aforementioned period; and

(iii) whether farmers who were unable to
cultivate due to the shortage of water were
provided with relief;

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the manner in which the relief mentioned
above was provided to the farmers; and

(i) whether the aforementioned relief scheme
will be in effect until harvest is reaped after
resuming cultivations?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma - State Minister of

Mahaweli Development and Environment)
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2014 2580.50 2095.00
2015 1760.20 2052.95
2016 1087.55 1066.78
2017 1258.21 1460.12
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asked the Minister of Internal and Home Affairs and

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of hospitals, central
dispensaries and ayurveda hospitals in
Puttalam District  operating under the
North Western Provincial Council;

(i) the names of the places where they are
situated;

(iii)  separately, the total number of employees
employed in each of the aforesaid health
centres;

(iv) whether there are vacancies in the said
Health Centres;

(v) if'so, details of such vacancies; and

(vi) the steps to be taken to upgrade the said
Health Centres and fill their vacancies?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Telecommunication, Foreign
Employment and Sports :

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of playgrounds in Kandy
district;
(ii)) the names of those playgrounds;
(iii) the number and names of those developed

from 2010 up to now, out of the said
playgrounds;

(iv) the amount spent to develop
playgrounds, separately;

those

(v) the names, addresses and contact numbers
of the persons or institutions that obtained
the contracts for developing the said
playgrounds; and

(vi) the steps taken by the Ministry to develop
the remaining playgrounds in Kandy
district?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the

Resettlement

Minister of Industry and Commerce,
of Protracted Displaced Persons, Co-

operative Development and Vocational Training and
Skills Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

(b) Ifnot,

separately, as per each year, of the quantity
of rice imported by Lanka Sathosa Ltd.
since 2015 to date;

whether the prices at which aforesaid rice
was imported will be stated,;

the manner in which the aforesaid rice was
issued to the market;

separately, the quantity of rice issued to the
market annually and the prices of the same
since year 2015 to date;

the quantity of rice that the Lak Sathosa
Ltd. purchased from private sector in the
years 2017 and 2018;

the amount of money paid for a Kilogram
of rice; and

the business enterprises from which rice
was so purchased?

why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Cultural Affairs :
(@) Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of archacological sites that
have been identified in Kandaketiya
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Divisional Secretary's Division in Badulla
District, along with their names;

(i)  whether there are any archaeological sites in
the aforesaid Division, which have been
identified but excavations have not been
done in them;

(iii)  if so, the aforesaid archaeological sites;

(iv) the number of Rajamaha Viharas in the
aforesaid Division, which have an
archaeological value; whether a report of
them will be submitted; and

(v) whether a detailed report of the allocations
made for the conservation activities of the
aforesaid
submitted?

(b) Ifnot, why?

archaeological sites will be
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public
Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy Development and
Leader of the House)
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asked the Minister of Lands and Parliamentary

Reforms:

(@) Is he aware that-

(i) seventy years have lapsed since the
establishment of the Methodist Church in
Ampara town;

(i) a legal document for the land where this
place of worship is located has not been
provided up to now;

(iii)  the necessary documents for requesting a
long term lease for the said church from
2009 have been prepared and submitted to
the Land Commissioner General’s
Department; and

(iv) all the documents relevant to the said
request have been sent to the Land
Commissioner General’s Office by the
Deputy Land Commissioner’s Office in
Ampara?

(b)  Accordingly, will he inform this House whether
action will be taken to provide a long term land
permit for this church where thousands of people
engage in religious rites?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Presented by the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Minister of Public
Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy Development; to be read a
Second time upon Tuesday, 04th June, 2019 and to be printed; and to
be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Finance; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 04th
June, 2019 and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant
Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

" That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 8 of
the Parliament, the hours of Sitting of Parliament on this day shall
be 1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 6.00 p.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the Parliament without question put. "
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of
Development Strategies and International Trade)

Hon. Speaker, I move,

“That the Order made by the Minister of Development Strategies
and International Trade under Section 3(4) of the Strategic
Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008 and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2084/18 of 14™ August, 2018, which was
presented on 29.03.2019, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)”

Sir, under the Strategic Development Projects Act, the
Board of Investment of Sri Lanka had identified a project
by Waterfront Properties (Pvt.) Limited for a mixed
development project at Glennie Street at an initial
investment value of US Dollars 650 million in phase 1
and another US Dollars 100 million in phase 2. This
project has now commenced, the work has gone on and |
believe that US Dollars 340 million has already been
invested in the project. Initially, the BOI had given a
period of 60 months from the date of the Principal
Agreement dated 11™ July, 2013 for this company to
commence its commercial operations.

However, although the project has commenced
construction activities and successfully completed the
entire piling work, the basement work and approximately
50 per cent of the concrete work, there have been some
delays mainly in piling work due to the rock and soil
condition of the site. Furthermore, the excavation work
was delayed due to the unexpected heavy rainfall in 2014

and 2015, the difficulties they had faced during basement
excavation as the site had to be protected from seepage of
Beira Lake into it and because several pits were flooded
for over eight months.

Therefore, they requested for an extension of the
period of commencement of operations from 60 months
to 92 months and I had submitted a Cabinet
Memorandum on 19" July, 2018 requesting for this
extension and it had been approved on the 31% of July.
The Gazette order was also published on the 14™ of
August, 2018. This is a very reasonable request and I
move that this be approved.

Sir, as you are aware, the terrorist activities on the 21
of April, 2019 and the subsequent mob violence on 13" of
May will adversely affect the economy of our country,
particularly the tourism sector. I am pleased to inform you
that the Hon. Minister of Finance, the Hon. Minister of
Tourism Development, Wildlife and Christian Religious
Affairs and our Government are in the process of
implementing a relief programme for all those affected,
particularly in the tourism sector and it will be announced
in the next few days.

As far as the exports are concerned, I am very pleased
to inform you that we are still confident that we can
achieve the targets we have set for ourselves in 2019.
This is mainly due to the various programmes we have
undertaken such as the “National Export Strategy”, the
“2000 Exporters’ Programme”, the “Enterprise Sri
Lanka” programme and so on. But more so, we will
achieve these targets due to the untiring efforts of our
exporters and entrepreneurs and I wish to thank all of
them for their great efforts.

However, as far as the investments are concerned, we
will definitely not be able to achieve the targets we have
set. Both the local and foreign investors have been
thoroughly shaken up with what had taken place on the
21% of April as well as the 13™ of May, 2019, where there
was mob violence. I am happy to inform you that our
security forces and the intelligence units have got the
situation under control as far as the terrorist acts are
concerned and we are made to believe that within the next
month or two, these terrorist can completely be
eliminated. However, it is up to us to ensure that this kind
of mob violence is not repeated in the future. That
certainly has a damaging effect.

As far as new projects are concerned, I am happy to
say that some of the new approvals we have granted,
particularly in Hambantota for the refinery as well as the
cement plant, they are continuing with the work and the
investors have told us that they will ensure that the
projects are implemented.

At the same time, [ will be submitting a Cabinet Paper
next week for the setting up of a billion-dollar steel
manufacturing and export plant in Trincomalee and I am
sure the Cabinet of Ministers will grant approval for that.
This types of activities will certainly give the confidence
that we need to ensure that our investors are back.
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As politicians, I must say that we cannot evade
responsibility for what has happened. We have to take the
blame; in some form or the other, we are responsible for
what had happened. As you all know, right now, the
people in our country detest all politicians, irrespective of
whether they are in Government or in Opposition. So,
what we do from now on will determine how we can
rebuild the country. Therefore, I would appeal to all the
Members of this House, let us get together and ensure that
there is no more room for terrorism, let us not leave room
for mob violence, let us not interfere with the judicial
process or with the enforcement of law. The future of our
country will depend on the actions that we all take
together at this crucial juncture. Finally, I will appeal to
all of you, let us get together and rebuild confidence in
our country so that our people can have a better future.

Thank you.
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Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane, you may start your
speech now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Harshana Rajakaruna to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do
now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. HARSHANA RAJAKARUNA took the
Chair.
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Hon. Member, please continue.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff. You
have seven minutes.
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Hon. Member, you may continue with your speech.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have to wind up now.
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Sir, please give me one more minute.

@0 Bewdss O519em )
(wrevryfl@ Lrdld Furbrwsi Sjeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No, you have to wind up now.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.00 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 22nd May, 2019.
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