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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
[THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public

Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy Development and

Leader of the House)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and

Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

OO OB BB R DWmo

(oressrfl@ Hwhs &HeTTHeVHES)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

@0 Boewdds DOemnOB, Bow, 92R3O o
wetdmadm WOWR 2B e0dxedsy ©® 2015 dwsw
wew HBm B @080 alwBed D88m Dobmd
988us ®SS.

O® Dodm0d eweas ©Y 1D  PYWH®B, s
8OICHIO0 BEAC w-Bm ¢ldTven Im wwd 0OH
e »E YWl OO ewddnsn ®SS.

g S8z &Y, wws 8®@» Se.
aflsorr GG sLILIL B sTHmYS Gl TeTemLiLIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

euxyes®
LD&B)| &5 & 61T
PETITIONS

®6 Bewdss G506

(oreirflg LWrdld surprwsi jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

O (80008 w) w8 ¢ BED Owmn - [wen 0bwes ne o72.]

O R BedEA® dwm (HOS BEH®

8®w0¢2) Caess a1 ®o)

(rerLfl@ V5E MweuTseT - Bsrd S L6 wHMID BT

QUYPKIGE) (@TTMMHIS YWHWIFFHD (EHTH SO, BT

QUPBIGE LHMID 2 Wi Hevall LG BewLda(Hid)

(The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana - State Minister of City

Planning and Water Supply)
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(The Hon. Palitha Tewarapperuma - Deputy Minister of

Social Empowerment)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister and

Minister of National Policies, Economic Affairs,

Resettlement and Rehabilitation, Northern Province

Development and Youth Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Internal and Home Affairs and
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a) Is he aware that the Auditor-General has sent to
the Chief Secretary of the Uva Province the
Inquiry Report No. SIN/B/AG/KI/2017/02 dated
20.04.2017 in respect of the irregularities that have
taken place and are taking place in the Uva
Provincial Council?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he would present to this House the
facts contained in paragraphs from 2(a)(i) to
(x) of the aforesaid Report which disclose
information regarding the appointment of
advisers to the Chief Minister of the Uva
Province; and

(i) whether observations that have been
presented in paragraphs from 2(a) (i) to
(xiii) in regard to the aforesaid disclosures
will be presented to this House?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

®0; 8.8, 3cOROR Owm (gWsTIHS W BOedR

DOGED) BYW BEI wWo W BT BRD  Coss

2@ &)

(omessryifl@ Gg.&8. EYSTEETLIEY - 2 siTens,

2 GBI L gDIUEDSHET, LOTHTENT FeWLIGH6T LHMID 2 aireshymL o

G)TTE kIS HEDLOFFT)

(The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala - State Minister of Internal

and Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local

Government)
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asked

the

Minister of Highways and Road

Development and Petroleum Resources Development:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

the number and addresses of the filling
stations belonging to the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) which were available in
the Northern Province prior to the start of
war in 1983;

the owners of the aforesaid filling stations
and their addresses;

the new owners of the filling stations of
which the ownership changed during the
period of war due to the murder, abduction
or death of the initial owners mentioned in
(ii) above;

the persons who subsequently obtained
ownership of the aforesaid filling stations
and their addresses; and

whether the kinship between the first owner
and the second owner of the aforesaid
filling stations will be specified, if such a
relationship exists among the two parties?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Lands and Parliamentary
Reforms:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether there is a plan to shift Kantalai
Assistant Land Commissioner’s Office or a
part of it to Trincomalee Deputy Land
Commissioner’s Office or some other
place;

(ii)  if not so, whether measures will be taken to
remedy the existing deficiencies in
aforesaid office; and

(iif) as to why aforesaid office is not improved
further, since all the lands under the
purview of the Kantalai Divisional
Secretary's Division are State lands?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration, Disaster
Management and Livestock Development:

Whether he is aware that-

(@)

(b)

©

@

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

a lady officer of Public Service is entitled to
84 working days of leave with salary for
each live childbirth in terms of the
subsection 18:2:1 of the Establishments
Code;

the half pay leave of 84 days are entitled in
terms of the subsection 18:3:1 of the
Establishments Code to look after the baby;

no-pay leave of another 84 days can be
granted in terms of the subsection 18:4:1 of
the Establishments Code, if necessary; and

Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays that
are falling within such period should not be
counted at the time that the leave are
counted as per aforesaid (i) ?

Will he inform this House-

@

(i)

(iif)

whether he accepts, however only six
weeks of maternity leave has been allowed
as per the appointment letter of the
graduates who were recruited under the
Graduate Training Programme of the
Ministry of the National Policies and
Economic Affairs; and

whether measures will be taken to grant the
rightful maternity leave that aforesaid
officers are entitled to as per the
Establishments Code; and if so,

from what date?

If not why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration, Disaster
Management and Livestock Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether he is aware of the fact that making
accurate predictions about the weather has
become an issue to the Department of
Meteorology due to technical equipment
which are not sufficiently advanced,

(i) whether the Department of Meteorology
suffers a dearth of human resources; and

(iif)  if so, the details pertaining to this issue?
(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) if plans have been formulated to provide
new equipment for the Department of
Meteorology, the names of such modern
technical equipment;

(ii) the purposes for which the aforementioned
equipment shall be used;

(iii)  the amount of money that will be spent to
purchase the aforesaid equipment;

(iv) the methodology adopted to purchase the
aforementioned modern technical
equipment; and

(v) the date on which modern technical
equipment will be provided to the
Department?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Rural Economic
Affairs, Irrigation and Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development :

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether it is admitted that the Field Crops
Research and Development Institute at
Mahailluppallama is one of the important
field crops research centres in the dry zone;
and

(i) separately, the amount of money allocated
for its research activities from year 2010 to
2018 according to each year?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the new crops that were introduced during
that period; and

(i) the impact of those researches on agro-
economy?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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@) Gs1Cme, srein?

asked the Minister of Finance:

(a)  Will he inform this House separately with respect
to each year of -

(1) the total capital and reserves;

(if)  the income on the shares and the income on
the assets received;

(iii)  the total number of employees and the total
expenditure per employee;
(iv) the non-recurrent expenditure;

(v) the amount paid to the Government by way
of taxes; and

(vi) the profit or loss;

from the inception of Lankaputhra Development
Bank up to now?

(b) Will he also inform this House of the above
information in comparison to a bank in the private
sector?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of permanent, casual and
contract basis employees who were serving
at the Central Cultural Fund as at
15.01.2015, separately;

(i) the number of permanent, casual and
contract basis employees recruited to the
Central Cultural Fund from 15.01.2015 up
to 15.05.2018, separately;

(iii)  whether such recruitment has been done in
accordance with the personnel management
plan of the Central Cultural Fund;

(iv) the amount spent out of the Central Cultural
Fund per month for the salaries and
allowances of the employees mentioned in
(ii) above;

(v) the number of permanent, casual and
contract basis employees recruited to the
Department of Archacology from the
Central Cultural Fund from 15.01.2015 to
15.05.2018, separately; and

(vi) the amount spent out of the Central Cultural
Fund per month for the salaries and
allowances of the employees mentioned in
(v) above?

(b) Ifnot, why?

OO OB WO FIBED Dvmo

(omevsr i@ SWhHS &HESTTHeVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Douglas Devananda to raise a
Question under Standing Order No. 27(2).
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@6 Bewrdss BB
(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

RIn®ed point of Order &z e@im=le?

©0 ¢wo838 BswedmS Swmo

(oressryfl@ swrdpP owGssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Douglas Devananda, you can raise your
Question now.
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the
Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on this day shall be
1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. At 2.00 p.m., Standing Order &(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the
Parliament without question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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"The diploma courses should be offered on free of charge basis."
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“I regret to inform you that the NGO Secretariat is not in the
position to register ‘Hira Foundation’ as a NGO since the
Intelligence Agencies have not recommended the registration of
your organization.”
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“In terms of Article 91(1)(e) of the Constitution, Mr. Hizbullah
would not have been entitled to sit and vote as a Member of
Parliament with effect from 11.06.2013, which is the date on which
the MOU between Sri Lanka Hira Foundation and the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Skills Development was signed by him as its
Chairman.”
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Hon. Member, your time is over.
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Please give me only one more minute.
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(The Hon. (Dr) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana)
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)

88>y I8 wmo GE.

9 GLorBlEEmi.
Seconded.

g 88z &Y, wewr e3@@m» S,
aflearr GBI (5) TDmYsGCIBTeTarLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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YSBTFATG BNV Y YHVCau, LOTHTLIONSG Gousy) @GLOTH ZYeuiser
BEWEVEMLD GUBIG BT 6.
Whereupon THE HON. BIMAL RATHNAYAKE left the Chair, and
THE HON. VELU KUMAR ftook the Chair.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning, Water

Supply and Higher Education)

Hon. Presiding Member, we have heard a lengthy
Debate this afternoon on this issue concerning the so-
called "Batticaloa Campus" and the -controversy
surrounding it. This Adjournment Motion proposed by
the Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa from the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna has evoked somewhat emotional and
sentimental tirades by several Members of Parliament. As
the Minister in charge of this subject, I cannot be drawn
into any emotional, sentimental tirades, but I have got to
present the factual situation as it stands today and the
details as to how this process was undertaken by the
Ministry of Higher Education.

In this regard, there had been certain other inquiries
that have gone on, particularly by the Parliamentary
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education and Human
Resources Development under the Chairmanship of the
Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe. It has gone into this
matter in detail and submitted a Report. Subsequent to the
Report being presented to the Cabinet through the
Secretary to the Cabinet, the Cabinet has now taken a
decision to appoint a Cabinet Subcommittee consisting of
four Cabinet Ministers in charge of related subjects. The
Hon. Mano Ganesan, the Minister in charge of National
Integration, Official Languages, Social Progress and
Hindu Religious Affairs is there. The Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera, the Minister in charge of Finance, is there.
Then, the Minister in charge of Higher Education and the
Hon. Malik Samarawickrama, under whose Ministry the
Board of Investment comes, have also been nominated as
Members. That Cabinet Subcommittee is yet to officially
meet.

But in the meantime, I must place here on record the
process that has gone on through the Ministry of Higher
Education in order to consider the request for it to be
included as a degree-awarding institution. The Non-State
University Section of our Ministry is the authority that
needs to evaluate this request. I must say here that there
have been several minutes of committees which have
gone into that matter. There have been almost 35
instances in which different committees have looked into
the requirements regarding the degree-awarding status.
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At the final meeting held on 05th of April, 2019, they had
finally come to a conclusion that they cannot recognize
this institution as a degree-awarding institution.

The minutes of that meeting states, I quote:

..... given that it does not have the capacity to operate on its own
through internally generated funds or even equity. Instead it seems
to be dependent on borrowing from both its main shareholder and
overseas benefactors (as of now, all assets and operating losses have
been financed by borrowings).

The forecasted operational/financial data provided seems to be very
ambitious and the basis for such forecast is not explained.”

Finally, based on several such reasons, the Committee
has decided that the institution cannot be awarded the
degree-awarding status. So, that being the situation, Sir, I
would like to table* the minutes.

Together with that, since the Sectoral Oversight
Committee had requested the Cabinet to consider their
recommendations, the Cabinet Subcommittee has to go
into this in detail and decide as to what next step could be
taken. This includes the future status of the entire
complex, as to what we are going to do with it. There
have been questions raised about the manner in which
funds came for this institution, about the management of
the institution and its conversion from, originally, a
vocational training institute, a university college and
subsequently, into a degree-awarding institution. We have
got to re-examine all these processes and see what we
would ultimately do with the physical infrastructure that
has come up. It is an issue that the Cabinet Subcommittee
has to grapple with. I am sure there have been enough
previous instances in which these attempts have been
made, the recent event being the SAITM and the manner
in which it was finally attached to the General Sir John
Kotelawala Defence University.

Of course, there is also the suggestion made by the
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva Committee to look at creating
a trust and to allow the trust to continue the operation of
this institute. As against that, the owners of the so-called
"Batticaloa Campus", Mr. Hizbullah and his foundation,
have proposed that you should consider this as a Public-
Private Partnership - PPP - project and that they are
prepared to abide by the conditions that the Government,
as a partner, will impose on the investors as it stands

* gedmamoced md g,
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* Placed in the Library.

today. So, these are matters that the Cabinet
Subcommittee can look into and finally come to a
decision on.

So, this being the case, I do not want to go into much
detail. Several suggestions have been made, but we have
to look at the issue concerning the future of private higher
educational institutions, the investments into the
institution and what impact the decision being made in
this instance would have on the future of such private
investments. Of course, whether there were suspicious
financial transactions are issues that the Financial
Intelligence Unit of the Central Bank should have looked
into. The commercial banks through which the monies
came have also been examined. I, being a Member of the
Select Committee to Look into and Report to Parliament
on the Terrorist Attacks that Took Place in Different
Places in Sri Lanka on 21* of April, 2019, have also
looked into this issue. In fact, Mr. Hizbullah as well as
the officials of the BOI, the Bank of Ceylon and the
Central Bank including the Governor have come before
the Select Committee and explained in detail as to the
procedures that have been adopted. So, the Select
Committee will submit its report on these issues and 1
wonder whether any kind of finding could also be
indicated in their report, finally. But, all in all, what I
expect is that finally the Cabinet Subcommittee that has
been appointed will look into all these details and come
to a conclusion, which will ensure that this controversy is
put to rest and that the unnecessary fears and doubts that
have been talked about in the past few months regarding
the establishment of this university would finally be
decided with its decision.

Thank you.
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It being 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.30 a.m. on Thursday,
08th August, 2019.
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