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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the
Chair.
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Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be
considered upon Wednesday, 23rd October, 2019.
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Hon. Speaker, I present the Report on the, “Proposed
Amendments to the Monetary Law Act, No. 58 of 19497,
which was compiled by the Committee on Public Finance.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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MULLAITIVU
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Mr. Speaker, I wish to raise the following Question of
urgent and utmost public importance under Standing
Order 27(2).

There is an ancient Hindu Temple called
"Neeraviyadi Pillaiyaar Kovil" at a place called Semmalai
in the Mullaitivu District. A Buddhist Vihara called
"Gurukanda Rajamaha Vihara" was forcibly constructed
between 2004 and 2009 when no civilian was permitted to
go to that area. In the precincts of this temple and more
recently, an attempt was made to restore that Buddhist
Vihara. This led to unrest between the people living in
that area, all of whom are non-Buddhist, and the monks
who had by then come into occupation. Upon this matter
being reported to the learned Magistrate of Mullaitivu, an
Order was made prohibiting the reconstruction of the
Vihara. The Chief Priest of the Vihara filed an
Application for Revision in the provincial High Court of
the Northern Province sitting in Vavuniya, which matter
is still pending.

In the meantime, on or about 21* of September, 2019,
the Chief Priest of Gurukanda Rajamaha Vihara passed

away in Colombo after taking ill. The Mullaitivu Police
has filed an Information in the Magistrate's Court,
Mullaitivu stating, inter alia, that:

(@) a police complaint had been filed by the
administrative body of the Neeraviyadi Pillaiyaar
Temple stating that the Chief Priest of the
Gurukanda Rajamaha Viharaya, at that time, had
passed away; and

(b) in the event that the body of the said Chief Priest
was brought to the premises in dispute, being the
premises on which both the Hindu kovil and the
Buddhist temple were located, it could result in a
breach of the peace in the area.

The learned Magistrate thereupon made an Order on
21 September, 2019;

(a) that the above-mentioned complainants and the
present Chief Priest of the above-mentioned
Buddhist temple be present in Court on 23"
September, 2019; and

(b) that the body of above-mentioned deceased Chief
Priest should not be cremated or buried in the said
premises in dispute until an appropriate final order
was granted in the matter.

When the matter was taken up in Court on 23"
September, 2019, the Counsel for the Maritimepattu
Pradeshiya Sabha stated that steps had been taken for the
cremation of the said body without obtaining necessary
permission in terms of the Cemeteries and Burial
Grounds Ordinance.

The Counsel appearing for the Buddhist Vihara
informed the Court that they were willing to conduct the
cremation ceremony at an alternate location and the
administrative body of the above-mentioned Hindu
temple was agreeable to this. Accordingly, the Court
made an Order of consent that the said cremation be not
conducted at the premises in dispute and instead be
conducted in the alternate location.

After the Order was made, a group of monks led by
Ven. Galagoda Aththe Gnanasara Thero took the body of
the deceased Chief Priest to the very place where the
Order of the Magistrate prohibited them from cremating
and proceeded to cremate the body despite protest by a
large number of people of the area who had gathered in
that area. A fracas ensued, during which the priest of the
above-mentioned Hindu temple was severely injured. A
lawyer appearing for the administrative body of the
Hindu temple was also assaulted. The police led by the
SSP were present during this entire incident. They did
nothing to prevent the monks and others violating the
said Order of Court and only prevented members of the
Hindu community who were present during the incident
from entering the premises in dispute.

Ven. Galagoda Aththe Gnanasara Thero was
sentenced for a six-year incarceration for contempt of
court in case bearing No. CA (CC) Application 04/2016.
He was g)urportedly pardoned by the President on or
about 23" of May, 2019. He had additionally been found
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guilty by the learned Magistrate of Homagama in case
bearing No. 11309 by a Judgment dated 24™ of May,
2018 for, inter alia, threatening the complainant, wife of a
disappeared journalist by the name Prageeth Eknaligoda
in open court. He had appealed to the High Court bearing
Case No. Appeal 28/2018. The said Appeal was
expeditiously concluded and his sentence was suspended.
Thereafter, the complainant appealed to the Supreme
Court in case bearing No. SC/SPL/LA/ 89/19, which is
now pending.

I wish to urge the Government to take immediate steps
to bring the culprits who violated the Court Order to
book. This must include the police officers who failed,
not only to enforce the Court Order, but also facilitated in
the process of its violation.

Sir, I wrote to His Excellency the President on 27"
September, 2019. 1 sent him a letter detailing all these
facts. I wish to table* that letter and request that it be
included in the Hansard at the end of my speech.

You will see, Sir, that in this instance, some Buddhist
monks have violated an Order of Court. They have
entered a Hindu temple and premises, desecrated the
temple by an act of sacrilege and behaved in a most
unworthy manner, unworthy as per the practices and the
teachings of the Lord Buddha, whom you all venerate and
hold in great adoration.

The Government, though the incident happened two
weeks ago, has thus far failed to take any action
whatsoever in regard to this matter. What is most
astounding and thoroughly unacceptable is that the police
have been remaining quiet and silent not merely when the
incident occurred. When the incident occurred, they were
physically present. With an SSP and a number of police
officers being there, they did not prevent the Court Order
being violated; they did not prevent the monks and their
group of people behaving in this utterly unacceptable
manner. They merely prevented the Hindu Tamil civilians
who live in that area from entering the temple in order to
facilitate the commission of this offence by the persons
who were engaged in such activity.

This is an unacceptable situation, Sir, calling for very
stringent action. The purpose of raising my Question
today is to urge the Government not to delay action any
further, not to behave in an irresponsible manner, but to
take necessary action to bring all the offenders to book for
desecrating the temple, violating the Court Order and not
preventing this incident from happening.

I thank you, Sir.

* DO gdemed s »O g o.
* o swgullsflpySlulled Sy Hlsirorgy.
* Produced at end of speech.
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Letter tabled:

R. Sampanthan Y R
Member of Parliament [SefElEeloto0)
Trincomalee District  t o
Telephone No: 011 2 559787 U g TeH et Do
27.09.2019 PARLIAMENT

His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena

President Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
Presidential Secretariat

Colombo-01.

Your Excellency,

| write to you in regard to the incident that took place on 23™ September 2019 at the
premises of the Neeraviyady Pillayar Temple at Chemmalai, Mullaitivu.

The facts briefly are as follows,

1) The Neeraviyady Pillayar Temple at Chemmalai Mullaitivu is an ancient Hindu
temple which has existed for several centuries.

2) The people living in this area are exclusively Tamil people mostly Hindus.

3) After the War a Buddhist Monk attempted to take possession and control of a part
of the Land and establish himself there.

4

This attempted take-over has been resisted by the Tamil Hindu people and this
matter has been in dispute for some time.

This Buddhist Monk recently died in Colombo. Arrangements were being made to
take his body from Colombo to Mullaitivu to be cremated within the premises of the

5

said Neeraviyady Pillayar Temple. This was a deliberate act of aggression.

6) This matter was brought to the notice of the Courts at Mullaitivu and an order was
made by Court on the 22™ September 2019, prohibiting the corpse of the Buddhist
Monk being cremated within the Temple premises.

7

On 23" of September after due inquiry a further order was made by the Court
prohibiting the corpse being cremated within the premises of the Temple. In terms
of the Court order the cremation was to take place at an alternative site nearby.

8) Despite the said Court order the corpse was cremated in close proximity to the
“Theerthakerni/Tank in the Temple premises containing Holy water for use by the
Deity whereby the temple and the premises were desecrated Hindus do not even
enter a Hindu Temple and its premises for atleast a month after the death of a near
relation.

9) The Police were present at the site and instead of assisting to implement the order

of the Court were seen to be facilitating the actions of the persons who were

attempting to cremate the corpse of the Monk within the temple premises.

| would submit that,

(i) Those persons whé'JiZ,];l;&'}'n.e"éAJn order should be dealt with and
appropriate action should be taken against them.

(i) Action should be taken against the Police Officers who failed to implement
the order made by the Court and who on the contrary were seen to be
facilitating the actions of those persons who violated the Court order and
cremated the corpse of the Buddhist Monk within the temple premises.

These actions indicate the failure of the Law enforcement process and also a violation of
the order of the Court amounting to contempt of the Court.

These matters need to be investigated.

| would also state that a Culture of Impunity has been growing in the Country in
recent times as a result of the Law not being enforced against alleged offenders. The
required investigations have not been conducted and appropriate action has not been
taken against such alleged offenders accused of grave violations of Humanitarian and
Human Rights Laws. An executive pardon has been given to a person convicted of
contempt of Court. A promotion has been given to an officer accused of violations of the
Law without due investigations being conducted and appropriate action being taken in
respect of such violations. | am not going into details now but your Excellency will
understand the matters | am referring to.

Failure to independently investigate what happened at Neeraviady Pillayar Temple
will only confirm and further encourage this growing trend of impunity and cause immense
harm to the Country and all its people both nationally and internationally.

| would submit that the conduct of the Law enforcement agency the Police, should
be investigated and that the persons who violated the orders made by the Court should
be dealt with.

Thanking you.
Yours Sincerely

R. Sampanthan

Member of Parliament-Trincomalee District
Leader-Tamil National Alliance.
Copy to: Hon. Ranil Wickramasinghe M.P, Prime Minister.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Sampanthan, the reply will be given on the next
Sitting day.
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COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL

"Bill to amend the Companies Act, No. 07 of 2007.
(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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Presented by the Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry and
Commerce, Resettlement of Protracted Displaced Persons and Co-
operative Development, Vocational Traning and Skills Development;

to be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 23rd October, 2019 and
to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Commiittee.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of Minister
of Telecommunication, Foreign Employment and Sports; to be read a
Second Time upon Wednesday, 23rd October, 2019

and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral
Oversight Committee.
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

OO DBBID WS IBED VDo
(orairyll@ swhs &menTTSevds)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Leader of House, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the
Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on Wednesday, 23rd
October, 2019 shall be 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to
7.30 p.m. At 6.30 p.m., Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall
operate. At 7.30 p.m., Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put."

G E®esz 8, estr e308» Ses.
aflsarr lGGHLI (B) eTDmys GMBmeemLiLi L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(omesryLll@ SWhHs &MHewTTS V)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Leader of House, I move,

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 10.30
a.m. on Wednesday, 23rd October, 2019."

G E®esz 8, et e3O8» Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 306A - NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION TRUST (INCORPORATION)
(AMENDMENT) BILL
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(The Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be
printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to
the Minister of Primary Industries and Social Empowerment
for report.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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PUBLIC CONTRACTS ACT: REGULATION
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(The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen -Minister of Industry and
Commerce, Resettlement of Protracted Displaced Persons
and Co-operative Development, Vocational Training and
Skills Development)

Hon. Speaker, I move,

B eWTL_BTEVLO TS

"That the Regulation made by the Minister of Industry and
Commerce with the concurrence of the President under Section 36
of the Public Contracts Act, No. 3 of 1987 and the regulations
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 508/7 of 02nd June,
1988 last amended by Gazette Extraordinary No. 1773/36 of 30th
August, 2012 further amending and published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2055/18 of 24th January, 2018, which was
presented on 09.07.2019, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"

Sir, until February 1815, companies were registered
under the Joint Stock Banking Ordinance and the
Companies Ordinance, No. 51 of 1938. - [Interruption.]
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Hon. Minister, do you have any Amendments to
move?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

It is a Regulation. So, we can approve that.
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Item No. 1. Does the House agree?

Ole7 @53"5861

(oreryflg o mytiflestiger)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Bill accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by THE HON.
SPEAKER to Legislative Standing Committee under Standing Order 53
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NECESSARY ACTION AGAINST VIOLATION OF ORDER BY
MULLAITIVU MAGISTRATE'S COURT
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ewoed. Order, please! There is a
Announcement to be made, Hon. Members.

special

I wish to announce that this House cordially
welcomes the Delegates of 22 member States
participating at the High-Level Meeting of thel5th Heads
of Asian Coast Guard Agencies Meeting now present at
the Speaker's Gallery.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 2.00 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Wednesday, 23rd October, 2019 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of this Day.






e71.49.

008 D8mIed @dwird Yeenw wewr OB MDOE BO108 mE @n MY ¢y 88 Oy 8xF Bouvnw ecvm
BOGE e @n @mndw I8 81880 Cmen @200, 8Oum & 0B wun 050 ®s
912572308 wotdNIm 0D CedD e ODw WR®.

epliy
o mitiflesric g 2 ewruilest @miSlt uginip QFiweal b tNewy SlBHssBIsewer HLog LITdlulled Cpeflleurasd @&nlss
opswerts Ll SwssiiuLrg Slrd Hev_gs @)m eurymisener aperam’ Lgliurdifiumé g jetige Geusr(GHi.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



®53e898) DaBmn
emme® 5, evFdedsTenid), Boigws 0, g 163 ¢om Ldoimesd 883
Sed yOadB @¢dned®sIned 8B du¥ed yns 8w newsy
8c & om w.

o®® wsYe0d Do&mO www.parliament.lk @08 g&8ewsy
DO V2.

aneiTFErL G Mlbenaullest Lilyglsenear
@)ev. 163, SmevLiLiens efsl, QLTVCaneT6lsrL, QT 5@V e HgisiTer
ST FTBIG HBH6UCD FleNENTHBETSS6T | rFThIs Gleuafluf(HEer 9jsiusvsdglsv
LienTLd QlFVIGSIT GlLMHMISH 6% TeTareUTiD.

@bs aneraT g mldHensenw www.parliament.lk steniid &)ewewriid g emd sle0 (HH g
uglaiindaid GFiiw wpiguyib.

Hansard Reports can be purchased from the Government Publications Bureau
at the Department of Government Information,
No. 163, Kirulapone Avenue, Polhengoda, Colombo 5.

This Hansard Report can be downloaded from
www.parliament.lk

& Gomn Sed oow 0¢nlnedsined eeamw »om .



