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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
SELVAM ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair.

Bo B8 BOSwred D8mD
HMTHSETIIeUTETT Y SlLGluilers) 9 mlsenss
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

®OG; Bowndess 0% 80IsBD®)

(wreryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I present the -

. Fourth Instalment - Part IX of the Report of the
Auditor-General for the Financial Year 2017;

. First Instalment - Parts IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV,
XV and XVI, Second Instalment - Parts V, VI,
VII, VIIL, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV and XV, Third
Instalment - Parts III, IV, V and VI, Fourth
Instalment - Parts I and II, Fifth Instalment - Parts
III and 1V, Sixth Instalment - Parts II, III, IV, V,
VI, VII and VIII and Ninth Instalment - Parts II,
I, IV and V of the Report of the Auditor-General
for the Financial Year 2018; and

. Tenth Instalment - Part XIII of the Report of the
Auditor-General for the Financial Year 2019 in
terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
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QBT 2 MeydbsT  YEWWFFHLD  UTTTEHLOGTDE  FewLi
pBOaID)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign
Relations, Minister of Skills Development, Employment and

Labour )
Relations and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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aflearir AHSHLILIL(B) sTHmISCIETeTenTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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©0T Bewdes m0m ©0inBn®B, ©d @ i@imsn® )
8¢, 288 w yBeFB 0805 ¢ imnn®), PdRwnn,
wotdaBm ©wH 0d®m WOYH GPBH® Y OBD
©:08RD), BE WO ®wH B YD gLimH®d
eOMEDsY OO0 vun wcwsl Bewlo ®ww Bwe®  9lsxs
»68.

(i) 1985 gom 48 oy w0 1987 gom 28 e wovs @85y
woeaddm 1969 g 1 o gumdwem v gumEs
(o) vyt 4(3) ww 14 DoxyB wow Bwuds @Wm
OB emen 20 DoxBe wder e, 288w wv
BB 30080 g@ansOSwe BET ey @, 2019
@8 06 8B aom 2152/63 ¢om @B Beds
@180 Bl BE WOD B¢ Bewdv;

9| WLDFF (LD

(i) 2005 @om 6 ¢Oy O WE GOD OB V¢ (Boerd))
ey @8s5Y weenddmw »0my c¢ 2002 gom 14 ¢
O WE 0L OB A smen 28 DosIBe wdent
O WE Gos On g wOITVewsY e, 78Sm
0% BB 63050 @@omsDdwo S8BT OB D,
2019 @200@28 29 85vB gow 2151/52 ¢om aB
Beds ©1e0 vned 8¢ WO B¢ B®w; 5w

(i) 2005 @z 6 ¢Ovy O WE @OD OB V¢ (woerd))
em 085 weerddmw wom ¢ 2002 g 14 ¢om
O WE 0 On g oven 28 DosiBe wden
O BE GO On g wOITVewsy e, ¢bSH
% BB 30850 ¢@umsDowr B8 OB O,
2019 @¢ew®a8 06 8x5nA gom 2152/60 ¢om a8 Sedde
o130 8ped 8g HOB B¢ Bedw.

00 Bewdn wy Bwe® J¥ed e BEINC mdm wwd
0Dn w8 BE YRWB OO ewldrn WSS.

G Sz 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsarr A BIGSLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

©O @%55IedOsT yrrsTE Ovmo

(oresrLyfl@ CeamedrervL_siT LITETTHSI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(orevsr i@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallaFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, Question under Standing Order No. 27(2) to be
raised by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa -Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa - Minister of Small and
Medium Business and Enterprise Development and Minister
of Industries and Supply Chain Management)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Sjsmailevrsst

®S; Bewdess 0% 8wIsBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsreri ojauiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, what is your point of
Order?
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®S; BOE 860w Dwmo

(wressrLyfl@ aflwsd afreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

®0; Bewrdss m0m @w  ©BwsBn®d, Soxle
NIWOC0 DO Bwoens) & yErw BedxIm B @Y
80 B OO DO, DIYwocws . & Ben
BfsiznsTed 3B ¢dEG A eesIm O,

®OG; Bowdess 0% 80IsBD®)

(wreryfl@ @ wssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order. - [Interruption.]

@6 88 0y®cies Owmo

(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LIGTwgTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

®®, ged o o0 FOBR®O By M&BE,
DB HeE BHenw »OON Bedmy 3D. OO Bewdds ®CH
6B BROB, S8 el dBw cWowE EP ©¢m
D0, CBBLE ©¢d0 O ¢ & dBw cFew @ ecsiosy
BeE @ gp¥m0 @OB3. In ©»d aB80:8mO
CCeeumw RIOE v CwO8 gu vdemE 000, § CO®
¢RBTesT. ® O OB W @1BB, ©O eeddimnw Crsunie
E0BeBn@ed yBeTB gmamed wensy Om danws.

®OG; Bowndess 0% 80IsBD®)

(wreryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojsuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, is your Question over?

@6 88 0y®cies Owmo

(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LNGTwgTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

No, I am finishing. "8w@ »diee ¢ ynsINO ©vecdRBW
o 80 Sw vB »OSTed (WerIedsY ud® OC e
OO OB O dBwdE BIw @yne." Bwe Oned
yBoB gmamed wewsy Onth. dm nHOB 00 ca ¢¥

yBe0d.

®0 Bewdss 202 eswrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallareri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, no debate is allowed.

©G 885 eyd®cies Owmo

(wressryfl @ sedls LNCTLSTaV)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

BT, OO IO O ew1edsT 9E B OB, -

@G @%sTedOsT yursig vme
(oreoryLfl@ CeomedrerL_eir LITETTHSI)
(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®6 Bewdss 02 eswrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflssr Urdld sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Chief Government Whip, what is your point of
Order?

©O @%55IeOsT yrrsTg Ovmo

(omesrLyfl@ CeamedrervL_siT LITETTHSI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

®0; Bewdds »0m ©sBn®d, ©8Eed®sined
N0 Bewle 27(2) «der »08 duwde moemn®
©wdss»0 9e8ur mIE BedrIess.

©0 88 0@ Owmo
(wrenryflg edls LNIGrwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

® v ¢dwsy OB wsTess.

O @%sTedOsT yrrsTg Owmo

(omevsrL0l@ BggmedTervL_6iT LIT6IITHI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

B0 Bewde 27(4) emedd @ In®ed gdmae
W WO, & amd @® mdenw BDIced OBID V1.
©wdBEND BuedsIs) 8mc8 yodss.

@S 8385 0@ Owmo
(wrevwryll@ Fedlg LICTgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
SDocwod By0r.

OO @%5IedOsT yrrsTg Onmo

(omevoryfl@ CeamedrervL_siT LITETTHSI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

@6 Bewdss 0 ©wsBn®B, 0wdsznd Bwdmdo
DEOTHO & BEICD O mOsTm . O ®
[SletaforaBatelialo

S Bendess 0% 8wisBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whssallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojauiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, please wind up now.

©C ©@sIedOsT Ymslg Owmo

(omevsrL0l@ BegmedrervL 63T LIT6OTT )

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

®0; Bewdss »0m ©wnsBnd®d, EEnd Bedm
ewddsnd Omc8 Bedxm yodsl. 88 RIn®0
@®90DewsY BB, 8Ee@INEed D& ®OWYD,-

®6 Bewdss 0% e3wresBn®r

(orevwsryfl@ Gusseflsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, -

@6 88 0y®cies Owmo

(orevsryfl@ #edlg LNICTgTeW)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

eOme o nemOSw & 83 SO @®
8epdondmed light ©m E0wd® Cedmdr. &c¢
O8endeondmwe weme BIORT- [ BIOHF] e@iwme
¢s¥esy By @O BedsTesy.

®6 Bewds 0% e3wrsBn®r

(wrewryll@ Gussefler Lrdld sallgFreri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The mike is on.



171 208E0@xInd 172

©G 888 ed®cies Owmo

(wressryfl @ sedls LNCTgTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©8@yowwe 0D owle oWcews ©mcd Sue
Rl OBerdendmns Fw B68Bm meg Byw:.

®6 Bewdss 202 eswrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflssr Urdld sallaFmeri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

@wldsnd 9lfur RBed®s wded GO continue
OB Dy,

©G 88 eyd®cies Owmo

(wressrfl @ sedls LNBTLSTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

DY @RPD 8@Ded B3ws den® meg mywi. ©©
Boords, ©0 OOE Sdus B IO Owe ©dD
Becs. & Beo 00y0e amod@me »osie Becy am®
¢sYerns ewcd.

®G; Bewndss 0% 89IsB®)

(orenryfl@ Gwsseallsr Nrdg saillFreri o)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Now, you have raised your Question. Thank you, Hon.
Leader of the Opposition.

@6 88 0y®cies Owmo

(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LNGTwgTaV)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

ABwDEs ©¢0d0 ¢g§ & 8Bwgecrw 0DREDsT ©
oC RO 1. WS IS 50O DO & dBwor I Eo
@simy ®OYn WO B OO 0® gdefed 021ew®
R85 9 B3> Do.

@G Lesvd nendilm ®wvmo

(wrestyfl@ S Cerey @ smTouTHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O Berdts m0m 6ninBn®d, Gdd Bewdn 27(2)
wOor dumle soemn® S8 Sum C¢ WO€y W0
©m0n0; @5 928 Ny D OO W EE0 BwsImO 5.
©® epond; B¢ B8RS G 800 wh ecwmm wocww
CCHD. BB Boddd W D1de B88ed ©n e oB®
DO C¢, BEeO cEeeume BB Om w»om ¢ s3OO
8w B0 odn Pewog BweEs ewim A, & and BOce
@00 ¥ BeEID) g8 9e8ur WOmD. O BB
sEmmnded ¢BB0i8mO® wduw WOy cO@wn an®Bn®
an® el YOO o Bws) OB 8 wews’ WOSIHO
®zy. Sir, give me two weeks' time to reply.

@G ga»¥¥e aeFOoOed Owm
(omevsTL L0 @ D) 6THS VIS HLES)
(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Berdss 202 eswrsBn®r

(orevsr i@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallaFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?

OO g»¥¥e geToded Ovm

(wrer il Sperbs SjeibHwEs)

(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)

@0 Bewdss m0m 0B B, e ¢ dfw ©®
Bosiesy 890ig woon -

OO Bends w0 e®isBn®)

(orenrfl@ G whseallsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuiaser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.

Then, Motions at the commencement of Public
Business. Item No.1, Hon. Leader of the House.

88EBe®5Ined dId®

LITTTEHLOGITM LD 6
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

O Besvd endidn ®wm
(revwryLll@ HCesreiy @ 6vT6ouTSH60T)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the
Parliament, the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be
1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. At 1.00 p.m., Standing Order 8(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m., Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the Parliament without question put.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Declaration
of Assets and Liabilities Law, No. 1 of 1975.”
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(The Hon. K. Kader Masthan)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Legal Reforms for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Legal Reforms for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Legal Reforms for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Justice. Human Rights and Legal Reforms for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Legal Reforms for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be
printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to
the Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Legal Reforms for
report.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Then, the adjourned Debate on the Adjournment
Motion moved on 07" January, 2020. The Hon. Gayantha
Karunatileka.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, we are debating
the Policy Statement enunciated by His Excellency the
President to Parliament on the 03rd of this month.

He outlined the programme that his Government will
follow; he has identified issues of importance. It must be
accepted that they are action-oriented and result-oriented.
Depending on its implementation, things could get
substantially done. One must concede that people and
youth could benefit. The emphasis laid on technological
progress is important and using fully and effectively Sri
Lanka’s strategic location in the Indian Ocean Region,
developing Sri Lanka into an export-oriented economic
hub with an export orientation to all countries both in
Asia and the Europe is vital to the country’s economic
resurrection.

As everyone knows, the country is neck-deep in debt,
both domestically and internationally. Substantial debt
was incurred in prosecuting a war for more than 25 years.
The war could definitely have been avoided, if
commitments made to moderate Tamil leaders were
honoured. Our income is insufficient to service our debt;
we are in the doldrums. We need massive investment,
both domestic and foreign. There have to be massive
investment and development with export-oriented
production. All these things have been talked about in the
past, but things have not happened. We have not been
able to get our act together. We have been in conflict
from shortly after Independence. Governments’
commitments, both domestic and international, have not
been kept. Governments have blamed each other, but the
country and its people have not been salvaged.

Do we, even as at present, command the trust and
respect of the world or for that matter, our own people? If
we are to succeed in our efforts to bring about substantial
changes and progress, the country needs to be seen in a
different perspective. What has been the country’s main
ailment? Like many countries the world over, we are a
multi-ethnic, multilingual, multireligious, multicultural,
pluralistic society. The Sinhala Buddhist people are in a
majority. That is beyond dispute; that cannot be ignored.
But, that does not mean that everybody living in this
country is in a subordinate position. There are other
people in this country who have their own civilization and
traditions and who have lived in this country at least as
long as anybody else. I refer in particular to the
indigenous Sri Lankan Tamil people who have
historically inhabited the North and the East. I do not
intend, in the course of this Debate, to refer to historical
data in proof of that fact. Our intention is not to confront
anyone, but to cooperate with everyone in such a manner
as to resolve the issues facing the country amicably.

The Constitution of a country is the primary and
supreme law of the country. In many instances in many
countries which are pluralistic in character, Constitutions
have been framed on the basis of a consensus amongst the

different peoples to accommodate such pluralism. Such
accommodation has united distinct peoples with distinct
identities, who, while preserving their distinct identities,
have constituted a single nation within one country. The
Policy Statement enunciated by the President envisages
the adoption of a new Constitution. No Constitution has
thus far been framed in this country on the basis of such
national consensus.

Efforts have been made since 1957 to 1965 and
thereafter to address the Tamil question. Post-1983,
particularly post-1987, these efforts have become more
intense. For the first time, the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution enacted in 1988 created provincial
councils, a merged North-East Provincial Council with
the sharing of powers of governance within the
framework of a united, undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka.
Since the enactment of the Thirteenth Amendment in
1988, various processes have taken place under different
Governments and different Presidents to advance the
constitutional framework for the sharing of powers of
governance within a united, undivided, indivisible Sri
Lanka. Substantial consensus has emerged under these
processes. I will not, in the course of this Debate, go into
details, but only state that leaders such as the Hon.
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, the Hon. Dudley Senanayake,
President J. R. Jayewardene, President Ranasinghe
Premadasa, Madam Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga, the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa and the last
Government of the Hon. Maithripala Sirisena and the
Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe were involved in these
processes and all these stalwart leaders, over 60 years,
had made efforts aimed at resolving the national question,
the Tamil question, in an acceptable way. It will be the
duty of the present Government, under President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and the Prime Ministership of the
Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, to bring this process to an
acceptable and satisfactory conclusion.

Before I conclude on this point, Sir, I will only refer to
certain positions enunciated by President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, now Prime Minister Rajapaksa, during the
time he was the President of this country. There are many
matters I can refer to, Sir, but I am not doing that now.
But, I think it is important to put on record what President
Mahinda Rajapaksa had to say when he was President.
He is now the Prime Minister of this country and also the
brother of the present President and the Leader of the
Party to which both the President and the Prime Minister
belong. President Mahinda Rajapaksa, Sir, addressed the
All Party Representative Committee - APRC - and the
Multi-Ethnic Experts Committee on the 11" of July,
2006. I will only quote the relevant parts. He said, I
quote:

“The unity, territorial integrity and sovereignty of our country must

be preserved. This cannot be open to bargain. Our approach has

been widely endorsed by the international community, notably India
and the Co-chairs have clearly stated and have clearly ruled out any

form of division of this country. Our objective must be to develop a
just settlement within an undivided Sri Lanka. ......... "

He further said, Sir, I quote:
“People in their own localities must take care of their destiny and

control their politico-economic environment. Central decision-
making that allocates disproportionate resources has been an issue
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for a considerable time. In addition, it is axiomatic that devolution
also needs to address issues relating to identity as well as security
and socio-economic advancement without over-reliance on the
Centre. In this regard, it is also important to address the question of
regional minorities.”

He went on to further state, Sir, and I quote:

“Any solution must be seen as one that stretches to the maximum
possible devolution without sacrificing the sovereignty of the
country. Given the background to the conflict, it therefore behoves
on particularly the majority community to be proactive in striving
for peace and there must be a demonstration of a well-stretched
hand of accommodation.”

Sir, I quoted this particular statement made by
President Rajapaksa, now, Prime Minister Rajapaksa, on
11™ July, 2006 when he addressed the Inaugural Meeting
of the APRC and the Multi-Ethnic Experts Committee
because he enunciated the policy position of his party, his
Government and, I say, even the present Government in
the course of that statement in regard to the nature of
devolution, the quantity of devolution and the quantity of
power sharing. Identity is needed to be addressed, security
is needed to be addressed and also maximum possible
devolution within the framework of a united, undivided,
indivisible Sri Lanka. It is fundamental, Sir, that we
remember this. All these efforts, were aimed at resolving
the national question and it will be the duty of the
President and the Prime Minister to complete this task. I
made this quotation available to the House, Sir, in order to
facilitate the process.

There have been commitments made to the
international community, including India and the Co-
Chairs. They need to be kept and implemented. The
international community played a major role in the
military defeat of the LTTE; India played a major role.
There was a trio from each country that strategized the
military defeat of the LTTE. On the Sri Lankan side, there
were Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the current President and
the then Defence Secretary, the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, an
important Minister and Mr. Lalith Weeratunga, the then
Secretary to the President. On the Indian side, there were
Mr. M.K. Narayanan, the then National Security Adviser
of India, Mr. Shivshankar Menon, the then Foreign
Secretary and India's Defence Secretary.

The LTTE was seen by both Sri Lanka and India as an
impediment to a reasonable, negotiated political solution.
The military defeat of the LTTE was seen as a precursor
to a reasonable political solution. Commitments were
made to India and other members of the international
community, including the Co-Chairs, in regard to a
political solution. The military defeat of the LTTE is also
substantially attributable to the assistance of both India
and the international community to achieve that objective.
The said commitments need to be honoured. They cannot
be reneged upon. If the commitments made to the
international community are not implemented - these are
all a matter of record that cannot be disputed - it would
mean that the international community was used to obtain
the necessary assistance to defeat the LTTE militarily, but
the commitments made to the international community
are now being reneged upon. This would not be good for

anyone, certainly not for Sri Lanka and could become a
great disincentive for export-oriented foreign investment
in Sri Lanka and all the economic development that is
now being planned. The economic miracle that could
happen in Sri Lanka under the Policy Statement of the
President could just vanish if Sri Lanka wants to renege
on the commitment made to the international community
in regard to a reasonable political solution after the
military defeat of the LTTE.

Different peoples in a country, Sir, define their
political agendas based upon equality, justice, dignity and
peace. There are such instances in several countries the
world over: in Asia, Africa, Europe, America, all over. It
is a fundamental human right to be governed according to
your will and consent in accordance with the democratic
decisions of the people. Democracy is the foundation of
our system of governance. We are all strongly committed
to the continuance of this commitment. The Tamil people
of the North and the East have since 1956, for over 60
years, democratically determined very clearly their
political aspirations within a united, undivided,
indivisible Sri Lanka. The national question, the Tamil
question must be addressed on the basis of an acceptable
national consensus within the framework of a united,
undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka.

Sir, before I conclude, I would like to say that under
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, we, probably for the first
time, have a President who is not a politician, who is
prepared to speak the truth and to do the right thing. If he
is making any errors, we need to advise and correct him.
We are prepared to work with him. The country is more
important than anything else. The future of all the peoples
in this country, whether they be Sinhalese, Tamils or
Muslims, depends upon the survival and the progress of
the country. Ever since the enactment of the Thirteenth
Amendment in 1988, the Tamil people have decided at
every election held since 1988 that they will work for
sharing of powers of governance within the framework of
a united, undivided, indivisible Sri Lanka and Mr.
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, as President, will work towards the
achievement of those objectives. He can rest assured that
he will have the absolute support of our party. You
cannot deny the fact that it is the TNA that today
represents the Tamil people.

Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa polled seven million votes of
the country. Eighty five per cent of the Tamil people, on
our call, voted against him; he could not capture their
vote. You cannot capture their vote with henchmen; you
cannot capture their vote with stooges. You will only
capture their vote with the support of people who
understand the legitimate aspirations of the Tamil people,
their civilization, their traditions, their language, their
culture, their dignity and their self-respect. Those are
fundamental. Therefore, we are prepared to work with
you. Let us join together and bring peace and prosperity
to this country.

Thank you, Sir.
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The Hon. John Amaratunga has only four minutes. After
that, you can speak.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, first of all,
traditionally, I would like to congratulate President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa on his election as President, the Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa on being appointed as the Prime
Minister and the Hon. Sajith Premadasa, on being
appointed as the Leader of the Opposition.

The important thing I see here is that President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa is the first Executive President of the
country to be elected without Parliamentary experience.
He is a politician turned high-ranking State official
reminding me of the American President Donald Trump,
a self-made business tycoon who was also elected
President. So, there is some comparison taking place.
Similarly, President Trump, though unconventional in his
style of administration, has done a great job in
resurrecting the American economy to boom once again,
beginning with massive tax cuts to energize the economy.
I see that President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has taken a cue
from President Trump on tax reductions, hoping for
similar results. So, there is some comparison between
them and we have to admire that. We, in the Opposition,
will certainly extend our fullest cooperation and support
for all the progressive steps taken for the betterment and
prosperity of this country.

Sir, the way forward to success demands vision,
intelligence, creativity and a sincere politician with a
sensitive heart, who responds to the needs of the people
without compromising the broader interests of the
country. A political leader can generate hope and
excitement with what he offers to the people, but if he
does not deliver his promises, people will eventually
throw him out. This, we have seen at every election and
we have learnt it by experience.

Although we already have some hiccups in regard to
the promises made at the Presidential Election, I sincerely
wish that President Gotabaya Rajapaksa would triumph in
his vision for the prosperity of the country and would not
to be trumped up in failure. President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa's Policy Statement based on his Election
Manifesto "Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour" presented
by him in Parliament covered nearly the whole spectrum
of subjects governing the country with spotlight focus on
national security and economic development. The
primary objective is to create a disciplined society, a
productive citizen, a well-secured and prosperous nation
and a happy family-a very laudable aim which we have
been trying to achieve for years.

G Bends w0 8®inBn®)

(orenrfl@ @ whsellsr rds sallsreri oeuiasesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only two minutes more.

©6; @dsT g®SRm Bwmo

(omevsr L@ Cggmedt LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

That is hardly enough time to say anything, Sir.

He has correctly identified that the country would not
progress without discipline. Indiscipline has become a
trait of the society from top to bottom. It was seen even in
Parliament not long ago. During the last Session, people
saw documents, books, chili powder and other objects
being thrown at each other by some lawmakers, who are
also now occupying the Front Benches of the present
Government. We all know that it was premediated or
planned mayhem.
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In President Gotabaya Rajapaksa's Policy Statement,
he also underscores that no one is above the law and he
would get rid of corruption, pledging to be tough with anti
-social elements with deterrent punishment. The
President, thereby, promises to respect the rule of law,
human dignity and a law-abiding Government. Therefore,
we will thankfully look forward to the compliance with
those promises.

There are so many things that I would like to mention,
Sir, but since there is a limitation on time, I would like to
emphasize the fact that the President has realized the
value of developing the economy by uplifting the garment
industry. This was the original decision taken by late
President Ranasinghe Premadasa, who did his very best to
develop the garment industry and now, the present
President has also realized the value of it.

Also, the President states in his Policy Statement that
the economy should be much dependent on tourism.
During our term of office, we were able to generate nearly
US Dollars 4.3 billion for one year through tourism and
the present President thinks that if we develop tourism,
we could go up to about US Dollars 10 billion a year.
Therefore, we see that he has a practical approach. If all
goes well and if all the promises he has made are
implemented, it is well and good for the country and the
people. But, if he does not, he must remember that the
voters of this country are very intelligent and that they
will ensure that his term will be terminated and a new
Government will be appointed.

Thank you.
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, I wish to speak on the
Throne Speech delivered by President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa on the 03rd of January, 2020.

Sir, we welcome President Gotabaya Rajapaksa's
action to decrease the cost of living of the people and to
reduce the many taxes to restart the business sector,
especially the SMEs and micro businesses, which was
slowing down.

Also, we welcome the President's Policy Statement
which stated that the benefits of development should
reach every group of people. However, we stress that in
this modern era, in moving forward with the rest of the
world, Sri Lanka should not give up its democratic
principles, but enhance them further. Despite welcoming
His Excellency the President's statement that the benefits
of development should reach every group of people, the
supporters of my party, many of my associates and I, as
the Leader of the ACMC, are highly disturbed and feel
threatened by many other statements made by him in his
Throne Speech.

Sir, we strongly disapprove the new Government's
intentions to sideline the minority parties by amending the
Constitution. There is a need to amend the Constitution
and the ACMC also supports a stronger Constitution for
Sri Lanka which respects everyone’s social and political
rights. However, the President’s intention to amend the
Constitution appears to be aimed at removing minority
political parties. Minority parties of a country represent
the voice of all minorities including ethnic, political and
other representations. These parties grow since major
parties do not have “political space” for their weak
voices. Our party, the ACMC, is one such party among
many other parties and the Sri Lankan minority
communities have these small parties as their only voice
in Parliament. These parties played a major role in
bringing militant youth back to democracy. For example,
the JVP and some Tamil parties worked to bring militant
youth back to democracy and today, they are successful
public representatives and Members of Parliament. Also,
some minority parties voice the issues of various
communities. There is no doubt that if the minorities are
thrown out, ethnic harmony and reconciliation achieved
through hard work over a period of time would come to a
sad end.

If these parties including our ACMC, the JVP, the
SLMC, the Hela Urumaya, the MEP et cetera are thrown

out, I would like to ask, where are we to go? Even though
the ACMC is a minority party, we have elected members
even at the provincial councils and local authorities
representing all communities including Sinhala
Buddhists, Hindus and Catholics. What is the expectation
of the President by trying to silence our voices in this
way? Is this an acceptable policy by an Executive
President of our country, who should represent and serve
all the people of the country? Are the possible dangerous
outcomes from such dangerous and undemocratic acts for
Sri Lanka’s ethnic harmony and reconciliation not clear?
As a believer of Islam, I am also highly disturbed of the
implications of showing it equal to extremism.

Sir, I wish to state that nothing in the Holy Quran
encourages terrorism and fundamentalism. In fact, the
Quran and Hadith give supreme importance to the
sacredness of life, security and peace. The vast majority
of Muslims do not support the ISIS or the Al-Qaeda. In
fact, the Sri Lankan Muslim community is very sad about
the Easter Sunday bombings, have always been
condemning the terrorists and they declare them to be
non-Islamic. The Muslim community of Sri Lanka give
their fullest support to all security measures taken by the
Government to eradicate this dangerous terrorist threat.
So, I urge the President and the Government to strongly
reconsider these policies, as we are in danger of losing
our country which safely emerged after 30 years of war in
2009.
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It being 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.30 a.m. on Thursday,
09th January, 2020.
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