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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa - Prime Minister, Minister of

Finance, Economy and Policy Development, Minister of

Buddhasasana, Cultural and Religious Affairs and Minister
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Hon. Speaker, I thought I will say a few words in
English since the preceding speakers have spoken in
Sinhalese. I will not repeat what they have said, but will
only seek to supplement this Vote of Condolence on the
death of the Hon. D.M. Jayaratne, who was Prime
Minister of Sri Lanka.

I knew him well. We had our political differences, but
personally, we were friends. The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne
was the second Member of Parliament from the Kandy
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District to be Prime Minister. He was also the first who
represented the ancient capital of Gangasiripura,
Gampola. Together with his predecessor, Hon. L.B.
Dassanayake, the Hon. D.M. Jayaratne took steps to
ensure that Gampola was restored to its former glory. The
Hon. D.M. Jayaratne was certainly a person committed to
his Party, the SLFP. In 1964, when he was asked to come
over and join Hon. C.P. de Silva as he crossed over, he
refused. He stayed back and was rewarded in 1970 when
he became a Member of Parliament.

As the Hon. Prime Minister said, MPs like the Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, the Hon. D.M. Jayaratne, the
Hon. Tennyson Edirisuriya and the Hon. Sarath
Muttettuwegama formed the core of it. I did not know
him at that time, but I had to appear in the famous
Gampola Case. We helped out on that, as a result of
which the law of the country got changed. I got to know
the Hon. D.M. Jayaratne, the former Prime Minister, in
1989 when he came to Parliament, where we used to meet
with each other and built up a friendship which continued
until he died.

The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne again returned to ministerial
office and held the Ministries mainly connected with
agriculture, livestock, lands and plantation industries. He
loved agriculture and that was his specialty. He enjoyed it
and always looked at the small farmer, especially the
Kandyan peasant. So, that was his specialty and he
continued throughout his period in handling the Ministries
of Agriculture, Lands and Plantation Industries. He was
very much like the Hon. C.P. de Silva, who, as a Minister,
always handled this same sector as well as irrigation, but
he was well versed in agriculture.

The Hon. Jayaratne had a short stint as Minister of
Posts and Telecommunication. In that odd situation where
I was Prime Minister, President Chandrika Kumaratunga
took out three Ministers and put three Ministers in, one of
whom was the Hon. D.M. Jayaratne. He said that he
found it very awkward to come and sit with us in the
Cabinet, as you yourself, Mr. Speaker, are aware.

Finally, he got his chance and the present Prime
Minister, as the President, appointed him the Prime
Minister. That, I think, was his desire and that was
fulfilled. We had a very amicable relationship. Personally
in Parliament we could speak to him though there were
very hot moments at that time. Accessibility has been one
of his strong points. Sometimes, he was not in the best of
his health; I remember even visiting him outside. He was
a good Parliamentarian and a decent person. He had been
faithful to his Party, represented his constituency to the
best of his ability and did the job that he liked to do best.

Sir, I will not say anymore except to say the tradition
is now being continued by his son and would like to
convey our sympathies to the family and also wish, may
he attain Nibbana!

Thank you.
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(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie)

Hon. Speaker, it is with a deep sense of sorrow that I
rise in this House today to speak on the Vote of
Condolence on the death of a best Friend and Colleague,
former Prime Minister Dissanayake Mudiyanselage
Jayaratne.

Reminiscing about the social and political activities of
the past, I think the late Hon. D.M. Jayaratne had been
occuping a significant place in the society with his deep
commitment to his people. Hailing from a very popular
family in the hill country, he had a humble beginning in
his early life. He devoted most of his time to the less
fortunate and the poorer sections of the society.

Late Prime Minister D.M. Jayaratne maintained a
close rapport with the highest prelates in the country. He
felt comfortable in the midst of both the Malwatta and the
Asgiriya Chapters. He respected them by visiting them
regularly. His great philanthropic activities paved the way
for the people to receive financial assistance in religious,
cultural, social and educational upliftment. He was vey
popular among all communities, especially the Muslim
community. He was a non-communal gentleman, a very
good speaker, a very honourable and a trustworthy
person.

Born on 07th June, 1931 in Doluwa, Gampola, he first
served as a teacher at Doluwa Maha Vidyalaya, Gampola
and later worked as Postmaster of the Doluwa Post Office
from 1960 to 1962. He entered Parliament contesting the
1970 General Election, obtaining 14,463 votes as the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party's candidate for the Gampola
Electorate. Later, he was appointed Minister of Lands,
Agriculture, Forestry and Livestock by President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, entering the
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Cabinet for the first time. He held several important
portfolios until he became Prime Minister in 2010 to
2015. He also held the Ministry of Buddhasasana and
Religious Affairs. During that period, he was responsible
in getting the annual quota of Muslim Haj pilgrims
increased to 5,800, whereas normally only a quota of
2,800 was given. He was a great builder of peace and
amity among all communities.

Endorsing all what was said about him by both sides
of the House and without taking anymore time, in
conclusion, I offer my deepest sympathies to his family
members, especially his son, the Hon. Anuradha
Jayaratne, Member of Parliament, on the loss of this
statesman, who will be remembered by everyone.

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.37 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 21st January, 2020, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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