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T .33z, .73,

(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman - State Minister of Estate
Housing and Community Infrastructure)

Sir, the informal sector in the up-country has been
heavily neglected and we need to focus on that because
right now the image that is painted on everyone's mind
when up-country is mentioned is just the tea estate
workers and the tea estates. But, we need to understand
that there is a huge informal sector in the up-country that
needs to be given an equal level of importance.

That being said, I would like to say that His
Excellency the President's Policy Statement has given us a
new ray of hope. During the elections, the President came
to the up-country. When he came there, we were very
surprised to see him talk to the people and find out the
actual problems.

Policy Statement
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PR NI Lo, L. 3, _ W ., . Lam ifdked privildged to take part in this Debate with
O, .7 _._,_...®L9 Z, 3'all, 7 d&ard to the Policy Statement of His Excellency the
oL, . QLT _“Q .Preiflend. Ol . K,
T« ted_ o. ... - " zZ.. _.3
PR SR °d T.J..06_3. Te ., , . _ R.T must s@yﬁl carry ‘'no "- isms" that condition nor
.Tz3 . .0 .d. .. e 1.2, 2. K, éshotw&te me. I have no prejudices against the President on
L. O . .. Z_ Z. " zZ.. @ @arty dines nor on racial lines. My sole purpose in
L., z. .. 0Kk, T 6. _I13LZ . o 9 pm@cma?tutg Ao this discussion is to investigate the effect
,c’ K .0 . "z ot , " the Bglicy Séa@@ent mlght have on the people of the
6 1 | P 0, - ‘d L z ' Z 1 North dnd the East! I'would find no difficulty in praising
" L' K a0 ¢ z € [ " * thePresident for the good statements of policy enunciated
- : oo in the Policy Statement nor do I seek to point out
adversely comments relating to prejudlclal statements of
-7, 2021 2022 , (. , . pdicy enunkidted in that. f = | A
217, 22 ., L._. 3. Lf,, L.z, ... 0k,
. , . . R, "CA. 00, d-" ., ; The most abiring agpectcpf the Policy Statement is that
o _Logq.> . “ K, ", itputs forwmda centiplivied perspective of a Government
Y L. . = o md T d0 T of the Slnhala@ dhlsts by the Sinhala Buddhists, for
L 02 0o O . L ’ z . " the” Sinhala Buddhists. *Thete 'is' no reference to the
' oo T TrTe e e decades-old problems of the Tamil-speaking denizens of
. 3 the North and the East. The North and the East, while
oo LTk A9, k" Lo v o d. being part of8ri Lanka, is majority Tamil-speaking. It
CLK .. QT g, kK 7' o, KyouldMave been.ideal if His Excellency the President
Z G H Z o _., _., 0_ " ., . ... . nwould have hag a holistic attitude towards the Island,
0%, 0z, . °d t, kK _ m _ Z_ keepingin ming the necessity to view the problems of the
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periphery from the standpoint of subsidiarity. Sadly, this
is a glaring shortcoming in his Excellency the President&
Policy Statement.

Nevertheless, let me refer to some of the salient
features of the Policy Statement which we agree with
since they form the substratum of the policies of the
Tamizh Makkal Thesiya Kootani, which I represent
today. Let me refer to them. Firstly, the Statement says
the prime responsibility of the people& Representatives is
to serve the public. I am glad that His Excellency
considers our positions as responsibilities and not
privileges. That is our view too. Secondly, we are in total
agreement with him in saying flour duty and responsibility
is not to distribute job opportunities but to generate
themO Generation of job opportunities is the need of the
hour. Thirdly, we agree that our basic aim should be to
strengthen the local economy and to increase the export
income.

HozZ_ %, 3. . .03,
(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

H Vv. M.
( o
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)
Sir, I thought I had ten minutes.

R Z2 .,.2Z . .°

)

H o z_ .S, 3. . ..03.
(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Your allocated time is five minutes.

H o v.fm. ®WR Z .,.Z2 _.°
( . )
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)
Right.
Then, we agree that we should assist local

entrepreneurs to use modern technology for value
addition. We also agree that the production of toxin-free
food and ensuring total organic farming in Sri Lanka is an
urgent necessity. Then, modernization of fishery harbours
to provide facilities for multi-day fishing boats that fish in
deep sea is to be welcomed. New technology to develop
inland fresh water fisheries industry is also to be
welcomed. We also welcome State Ministers being given
monetary provisions required to implement development
projects. This, in effect, is a principle of subsidiarity.
Furthermore, we fully agree with the steps to be taken to
completely eradicate waste and corruption in all
Ministries and institutions. Finally, we agree that
Members of Parliament must visit their constituencies to
understand people issues and find solution to them.

Then, let me come to our reservations. His Excellency
the President says that he will not violate the trust placed

1Z3, 124

on him by the voters. That is an admirable sentiment, but
while carrying out his responsibilities, he must be aware
of the checks and balances placed on him by law and the
social expectations. Let me point out an example of a
constraining factor. When His Excellency brings an end
to the existing Constitution, he must realize that the
Thirteenth Amendment therein was inserted under an
agreement reached with a sovereign country at that time,
representing the interests of an important section of our
citizenry. Hence, that country, namely India, must be a
party to any attempt to delete the Thirteenth Amendment
inserted consequent to an international agreement. So, he
cannot put away the Thirteenth Amendment arbitrarily
however feeble it may be v s/ i tee people of the
North and the East.

Ho oz, 3.3 . . ..03.
(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Wigneswaran, your time is up.

cs o Lo
)

H V. M.
( )
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)
Next, His Excellency the President says that he
represents the aspirations of the majority. Does that mean
that he will take into account the aspirations of the
majority of the North and the East, namely the Tamil-
speaking areas, in dealing with our matters and affairs?
Otherwise, it would amount to an arbitrary hegemony of
the majority of the country over the majority of the North
and the East.

CR_ Z

Wz, s 3. ... 0%,

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, your time is up.

Hoov. ). L2
( o
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

Please, give me a minute, Sir.

wR_Z .,
)

Then, His Excellency the President is interested in
securing the lives of our citizenry. That is an admirable
sentiment, but any attempt to target minorities to show
them as antisocial elements under the cover of security
would prove counterproductive. Regarding His
Excellency the President's desire to provide employment,
we need to consider the necessity to make employment
available in local areas in consonance with the needs and
aspirations of those local areas. Any attempt to import
labour of any sort from outside could be a source of
irritation among the local people.

Ho Z_ .S .3 . . .03,
(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you, Hon. Member. Next, the Hon. Indika
Anuruddha Herath.
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Ho o 3.3. _ . vz 17_1 .
( : )

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I would like
to start by quoting the English version of His Excellency
the President's speech. On page 3, he says, I quote:

"It is equally important to precisely interpret the mandate given by
the people".

And he goes on to say in that paragraph, I quote:

"We have a clear understanding of the expectations with which the
people gave such a powerful mandate to the government. We will leave
no room for such expectations to be dashed for any reason."

Sir, whilst His Excellency the President is correct in
interpreting that mandate for his Party, it will not be
correct for him to say that that mandate extends to the
North and the East. In the North and the East, the mandate
that was given unanimously - I say "unanimously" with
you seated on the Chair as well, Sir - was for Tamil rights
to be recognized. "Tamil rights" means that our identity
has to be recognized. That Sri Lanka is a plurinational
country; that there are two nationalities that exist in this
country; that our rights have to be equal and our status has
to be equal and along with that status, Constitutional
amendments have to be made recognizing the right to self
-determination was unanimously expressed in the last
elections in the North and the East.

Your good self, after winning and when you thanked
the people, made it a point to say in your speeches that
you are not opposed to Tamil rights; on the contrary, you
are consistent with Tamil rights. But, we cannot wait till
Tamil rights are achieved for development to take place
and that was your role, to intervene for development.
The Hon. Douglas Devananda, the Leader of the EPDP,

inhis campaign posters spoke of

"for the Tamil nation to rise". That was his slogan. So, the

fact that we are a nation was unanimous in the North and
the East. That mandate cannot be violated. That is a
mandate that has been consistently given by the Tamil
people right through the 72-year history of this country.

H Z s 3 . . Q3.

( -
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have only two minutes more.

c2_.123, 128
Wo3.3.  _lz 1T ]
( : : )
_ (The Ho@® @.G. Pogfnambalam)
. Sir, there iszanothex issge that I wish to raise. His
Exeellency tire Presigent spoke of sovereignty and that

junder no cfncumstékces' wil} he allow the sovereignty of
-the “countfy te' be compromised.,That is correct. For a

- President to make' that statemeng might be correct. But
¢ ~what he must. a]so realize is that, when it comes to
* international- relations;, soverei-gn‘ty3c s with certain
baggage. One of the most cornerstone principles on
which sovereignty will be compromised is if within the
country, the State does not protect its own citizens or
even worse, if within the country, the State attacks its
own citizens, sovereignty can never be a defence. This
country has gone through a war. The whole world says
that heinous crimes have been committed and the State is
the number one accused party. Without accountability
and being prepared to address those issues, you can never

("TLeO) v
.09 L0 T2330.3) 3
( ( ) -
)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera - State Minister of

Provincial Councils and Local Government)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. He says war crimes -

H

17 ‘

- < o

)

H 3. 3. |

Z .
( .

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
That is not a point of Order. Please sit. You can speak
when your turn comes.

H Q

(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, what is your point of
Order?
¥ € . ‘

Ho ("L cQ) M.
( ( )

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
War crime experts have said that no war crimes had
been committed. Sir, he is telling untruth in this House.

Z_ .S ,3 . .7 3.

o

H

(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
That is not a point of Order.

Ho3.3. . Z.
( . .
’ (The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Sir, take that time out of his.

z S 03,

17 ‘

- < o

Therefore, under no circumstances can any President
or any country, for that matter, try to hide behind the
concept of sovereignty to prevent accountability for
heinous crimes. The victims of these heinous crimes
stand as Tamils; the major victims stand as Tamils and
they have copsistently said that genocide had been
committed jlnd that they want international
accountability.
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Wz, s 3. . ..03, . J T N UG
( oS ) ke oozt T2 12" 36K @
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) T _dz ., . Y., _ . Z. . Oz\ & Y Dp "
Hon. Member, your time is up. o. " .t e ... o, " _.d .. _._ . ,
- ‘ + i J q °o m 3v ; 91 C‘ N - 3 - Q- K Z- Z
M a0 00, Lz Lk R 3, T,
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnaﬂlbalarﬁ) It o Q- ZG" Z . 2 0 KQL Q, 1 8 z.
Finally, Sir, there are certain very welcome concepts T Z_ -4 1 L
which His Excellency the President has drawn with regard A v S d . "% 2 . . -4 S
to development and certain other issues, out of which I - “i 3 Q LN e =t re. ., % 3'3} ‘ €.
would like to flag two. One is with regard to foreign .., B §, T =q~ B & ..z )
fishermen fishing in Sri Lankan waters and the other is, o t. K Kaoo - 3. 0 < o .- %
he has also talked of several landless people and that they , C L. Q, Q, . .. L RN o Q
have to be given their deeds. I welcome those, but what —, ., , . L | e L. Y. _.Z .,.Z
His Excellency the President must understand is that the .. ok 3T Z_ . S, . L C
North and the East has been a war zone for over 30 years. O, L. Z. Lt L. . " T * 2
_ ) o O Y I e
H Z—v56-3<— - -<Q3(- =uZ—Z)<LL .Q u«.th Q__“J.'
( t. C al_, -3 L Q, _
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) ;_.'[‘ T ,Q “ T A "5 S ’ 25 33‘ ZQ T
You have to wrap it up fast, Hon. Member. z 73 e, z T Oz
- ‘ - - O_ K I L v « Q - J B J
| J '
(H 3. 3. - .Z‘J 2 RN iz T 5k,
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam) . - . _ = o o
I am finishing, Sir. , . - R Q H . 010® 38, . .RZ ¢
’ 3 < ' « ‘ K € . - '\ - J IL" ~ - 3 L OL J
The economy of the people in the North and the East - . b R oKt 2 SA. L.k, .z,
is lagging behind 30 years. You cannot treat people in the S - s € - oLk S0 5. %L
North and the East equally. You have protect them; you Z, s ,Z (KOQ, K zZ(C.. . Lc, o
have to allow their economy to grow and it is only d o tG, zQ. Q@ L, . T 3. .0
thereafter that you can allow - Lo, L. Z, °d 7 tet, T_,_'o_.0 T w , B
. _ - - ~ I - J, K 1 . _| ’1 3 R 3 - K 1 - ' ~ ? T ‘ ~ J - Q
H o Z_, S, 3. . .03, ., S © L - DR ’
( e ) T JZ3 oL sk T AN
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) © 00 K zc “ 4 5" 4 ]
Thank you, Hon. Member. Next, the Hon. Mahinda - ? T Ty T ) LI 9
Samarasinghe. “ U Z.R _ko..2Z, ., C 7z 'R ze** ., 7Z
S N Z. 9 ,Z
[=’I1257] tG-LY--TZ..,oZ <—.Z‘ e;—.(nQA'
W ZD L Akt oL, RO 70O CL1.20.300 3
( ) 86 0 v - M tG— L Y- - T Z( .- ’ o Z - € J 1
(The Hon. Mahlnda Samarasmghe) 6" 3 . d.-7 ., . z9" ', v, C’ .
H Z‘—' 3‘ € 03(\2"_— ,l—‘% I_J _|Jr'l 0Q131-'v (»vztg € S «
, R .09 . Kk .08, Q Let 6 K )| z .7 B .
P 4 _Q H t. 03, .3 R 47 e K, | T4
Sl.l' J - 'J =.|.. ' - 'IO SEQeQQ’AGSZ, o w - €
8(’ L or L J - € I N 1 ) q - ’ - Z =] w " qr T
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€0, Q0 - Mo Zo..%,303.2,( 0 H
.. 1.03 0.Q0..8.. ™ _ . Z . . 9 _(The'Hon, Deputy Chairman of Committees)
i, d ( 2. ted. d ., .. 0O ., _ Hog Member you have onlytwo minutes more.
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., . ) . (The Hon. Mahinda Samargsinghe)
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( Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, thank you for
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) giving me time to speak. First, let me congratulate you as
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your appointments and wish you all success in managing
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. 37, e, 32 .. c2?2_.1z3," _ | U (The Hon. Chamipda Wijest}i)
I . oA . % mH, " . O Sir, I pse to a poigg §f Orger.
(-'{EJ QZ - l s J I’_v - - €« ILVq'J :".’ o J N . = ~
oz . , b, KL ted 0. " ., HoZ_ s 3. . ..03.
H s - ) . (The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
( 4- . d . Q3. Hon. Mem)ber, what is your point of Order?
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) — . .
Hon. Member, you time is up. ( H 1Zdnre | )
H E K ‘ (The Hon. Chaminda: Wijesiri) s
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) ‘_[Z‘ ' Z- . Y—. N B- _ms « ot s ¥
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HO OB Kk oo S IO - S A I
( ) S T P S A 2
(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara) L. _. 3., . R .0, Ly, . . T .
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. L L. _ . . A N I
: : . J O o o o
H Z_ . S(—.3 « . . 930, L . " A ! K ! K Ld ‘
( -Y—I )é + [3 - T - € a0« €« T -
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) "H 9Z £20 .
Hon. Member, what is your point of Order? ( ° v <o )
H E K ‘ (The Hon. Harin Fernando)
( CT o cror )° ' Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara) "H oz s 3. . 0%,
T R RN ) Z « €+ = 1€ U '3( e s om "I' _ @ ¢ )
o -2, Ok, . ° s, ', Q(The Hon. Deputy ChairmarZof Committeés).
.00 Y u. . o 0. . _ Hon. Member, what is youpoint of Order?
S S S . -
H, 8Z £gZ20 ., ",
Wz d -z, LY, ( )
( ) (The Hon. Harin Fernando)
(The Hon. Nimal Lanza) ) H oz, d _, Z. ..03.23 .. . _3( .
Hooz_ ., s 3 . . ' ..03. z, ._R Z4gz.,. R ", 0 e § ", ., H K
R N e A A P - P P
- € ' e - ¥ ’ 3( P - ls— T ) + e ' IT-‘-NJ (-8: f Y 4 le Ils-" R «FJ3QJ. Z‘ :
3. K Is_ - . ¢ oz 5 Q TAQ. K
T P T T . B RS P
‘ A Is | v -4 9 € - ’ Is ] C. (The Hon. Nimat Lanza)* - * ~ - Mo
Cor e e . H oz s30T, L0302, T3
- X - ) e ¥ - P Q.
[ 70 O e -0 AT A kLY, cLd . s
[Expunged on the order of the Chair. -2 _ 1 KA. L
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o} “ MO "3 : ¢ A 3 (The Hon. Deputy Chairthan of Committees)
TTU% Tdd 3 Cdde 3 z ~ Hon. StafeMinister, your tifne is up. Please wind up
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H Z_'S(—..se . . 930, !

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please! Next, the Hon. Govindan Karunakaram
please.

[ . . 1.37]

H " stwzZ''Z _wWT .1

( )

(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram)

, 1989 1994
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M zZ_ s 3. ... 03,

(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Your time is finished. Please wrap it up.

H _ stwzZ2'Z .wH°, .1 ¢
( )
(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram)

Sir, please give me one minute more.

'(H Z_, % 3 .0 ..03, . Z_.,% . 3. . ..03,

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) (The Hon. Beputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes. Table the rest of your speech.

WO szt Z . wt o0, R szt ot o
( ) ( . )
(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram) (The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram)

’

, . .
. 1. 46]
; H S, kL1 L (.,
I LHE, P )
o s P P VN v
e ’'C’ o030 3)
’ ( - :
)
(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura -State Minister of
H Z__.s' 3. . ..03,. Development of Minor Crops Including Sugarcane, Maize,
( Cashew, Bepper, Cinnamon, Cloves, Betel Related
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) JIndustries and Export Promotion) 5
Your time is over. H o z_,%,3 . . ,.03.2,
- - ‘ N J ' N i J ' - R( 1 ) - G - K
WL szt Z L wt L e el
( ) Qe L o123, z_ s
(The Hon. Govindan Karunakaram) 0 05 .0 . m OA diz " U
' 503333330

* 9..
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* Pl aced in the Library.
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processing . K . R N I AN A
. Q3. Z.
H Z R
( o s i °3 L300 Lo e 2oL I
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees) Z. . 1_9 780, ", dzQ , K3 R tc
Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes. "uNj. ., ", .7 74 ' 1o, K ¥
o. " . T, ~d L,_,. . o LB, B, ’
Ho (... .C.) — @ _ .Y Q . %, s . ..., .08 " _~ ,
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EQ . F L ., L.z z _ 1. ..., V (The Ho# (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara)
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-~ 03 S I o, L.k, L978,, 3H,.2.,573,03.2
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H oz s 3. . ..03
(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
Ho,hof9d “_c . .
( )
(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)
Thank you.
60

, 60
non-performing factory

156

It should be practical. Always all the Governments, even the
Ranil Wickremesinghe® Government and the present
Government, have been saying fiwe are giving Rs.10000 But,
where is that Rs. 1000? Everybody is cheating the plantation

workers. But the plantation workers do not ask for a fit h ani

Tami | 0; Mey daunot ask for a "t h aeneil aThey are
asking only for the infrastructure and an increase in their salary
for their work. Everybody must understand that these poor
people are the ones who have given our tea that identity of
"Ceylon Tea". How did the fiCeylon Teal come into being? It is
because of these poor workers. They work hard every day and
they have been recognized by the world. But, they have not
been recognized by our country. So, I stress that that salary of
Rs. 1000 per day is essential.

Ho Z_ 50

R Q3.

(

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now

take the Chair.

Wh e r e THE 61@N. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

| eft t heTHEHONIDEPUTYSPEAKERt ook t he

Hoz_ 573 ... 3.

(

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Ho 386Gz, . 3., _° 0 0.

I A e

( )

(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

CHoZ_ sl 0, 3.2, 0 B8
AN Hooz,.,°5.33. 2,
- T P
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Policy Statement™ _ 17z, ] .

Chair.
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Ho Z_ 5.3 . . .03,

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Then, the Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen. You have nine
minutes.
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H z_,5.3. . ..03,

(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
H o , Ljf " 0z0dz ‘

(
(The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen)

H z_,S.3. . ..03,

(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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( .
(The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen)

Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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Next, the Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake. You

have five minutes.
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(
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two minutes more.
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(The Hon. Sathasivam Viyalanderan)
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Next, the Hon. Gamini Waleboda. You have six

minutes.

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)
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H A B TR about our country, not about you or me, | A, Q" .,
( ) 2 “2.nd Lz, s 7 - Q01 W
(The Hon. Nalaka Godahewa) A i 2 o, A Lz R A -
. T ..&, 2019 , ., “bH@ ,. k@, 6 L, Y Q. 0, T
3.-ad, 4 +2, . 13,000k " K, ‘'9,"°Q zud d7 R, . (o} | Q.
5.600LZ ,  _,_.. 01 "UNL, Z Q' L, Z. Q'
, 3 . L Z. _.,Z.1Z TOTAN, T K
H €« ' N 0 T <« 3( '
( ) Ho < 3.
(The Hon. Speaker) ( )
Please wind up now. (The Hon. Speaker)
, LUk 1, w3k, U130,z
H N ' - € - I ' - ) YJ ' 3 o ‘ € . Z‘
( )
(The Hon. Nalaka Godahewa) ) ) Ho. s, . 11
Ho,c oM, L. 26, Y G TR )
s Hd, d &2, . 900LZ , _ li Is(TheHok RauffHakeem) ', ,
Q. .c " 3., 1ZG " Hd, d i 2Bi smi00l ahir Rahmanir Raheem
s_ U T2
T ) T Hon. Speaker, may I -
( H € ' N ' T € 3( ' ) H . I _ . B - I " ) . YJ I ) . ‘
(The Hon. Speaker) ( )
Please wind up now. (The Hon. Nalaka Godahewa) 5
W L .3.2, 3.z, R "N
H . [ Le. k] .00, 0Q ., _ "7, Hd, d 2,
( ST i i ) Z, .._") .. Q013.z, ‘HLZ.Z&_ | Y.
(The Hon. Nalaka Godahewa) i [". . Le. k]
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A, 3z% T30 L g T wd, d w3
900 , .. s_a _ ! _ 7" L. . (Hd, d 2. . 9002 )
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Please wind up now. Hd, d & 2. 900 2Z, 875K, ‘v 2. Z.
Ho (7 .C,)DC.)’ A, ‘
( ( ) " ' ‘
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva) ( o ' (é ) . ¢ ) Ny °
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. The Hon. Godahewa (The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
mentioned my name. You have to read the Central Bank Report. You can
9y , 3 get it downloaded in the Lobby. -[I nt er fupt i on
( ) ) H e’ € 3
(The Hon. Speaker) ) ( T o )
H . C l R, . ZG (The Hon. Speaker)
H T v ‘ Hon. Rauff Hakeem, you start your speech now.
( e - - ) ) < e Then, this will subside.
(The Hon. Nalaka Godahewa) -,
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d.".. +A 3We hdye yngured this for so long Several

gof us wito stood for dgmocraty, whe@ stood for diversity

ip ;_thz country *have beenavery | unfalrly accused of
ass1st1ng terrorism in the country.

~ Then, you talk -about "one country, one law." What
mean by saying so? Is
‘g0 agathst what he has already

He; in & sgnsé, trying t
‘said in his’Policy Statement? Let me read this: "1 1
8[ QJY ‘olSH,e¢\ =“(,_.I‘_
‘,(Z@m R N S ,
Q ' ) ,Havmgt!sald
that, he also talks %bout Zone” cdﬁntry, one law." In a

- country with diverse communities with their different

faith systems, we have over a period of time enacted laws

to pei*mit'thgse communities to go on. In their private

. lives, in their own affairgisuch as niarriage, divorce and
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While looking at these statements and while being
happy about the way in which he ended his speech, I
would like to say that when I look at some of the earlier
contents of the speech, I was left with some mixed
feelings as to whether he is sincerely meaning what he
finally said when he summed up his speech. When we
deal with some of the elements contained in the Policy
Statement, initially we are left with some perplexion as to
whether there was some clarity in what he was attempting
to say. He wishes to do away with the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution. He also wishes to
introduce a new Constitution. When I listened to some of
the Members in the House today, it was not clear whether
he means to do away with all the good features of the
Nineteenth Amendment or whether he wants to retain
some of the good features and do away with those which
he feels are obnoxious. Therefore, I would like the
Government Members to clarify these issues so that we
will have more clarity. I am sure the Cabinet
Subcommittee consisting of senior Members of the
Cabinet would be able to place a draft very soon so that
we can look at the issues more clearly.

Having said that, may I also refer to what the Vice
President Nominee of the Democrats who was endorsed
two days before, Kamala Harris, the Senator, said. She
spoke about Donald Trump& profound failure as a leader.
She accused Trump of "turning our tragedies into political
weapons". I am beginning to think, are we also turning
tragedies into political weapons? I am talking about the
Easter Sunday attack and the way in which the
mobilization during the last elections took place.
Repeated demonization of a community based on a small
group® heinous crime is something that we have to avoid,
Mr. Speaker. We have seen throughout the campaign
total demonization of an entire community for the act of a
few. What is important for us to remember is that if a
crime has been committed, if terrorism is to be eradicated,
deal with those terrorists, deal with those people who
assisted the terrorists and bring it to a closure. But, do not
go on beating the drum of communal disharmony all the
time talklng about the fear of terrorism; do not keep the
people in eternal fear. © _ * | | o)
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such other . matters, we have had separate laws which
‘have facilitated their own systems of law to prevail. But
unfortunately, there appears to be a perception-

1
€« ' N ' T €

H 3.

(

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
HoL s, LT
( )
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Okay, Sir.

There appears to be a perception that to permit such
diversity in a country which has diverse communities
who have enjoyed over a period of time their own
systems, those should be done away with for the common
good of the entire country. This is totally a lopsided view
of imposing uniformity while paying lip service to
diversity. This is what we should bear in mind and I hope
the intention of the Government will not go towards such
a disastrous implication ultimately and we expect that
proper justice will prevail. - [I n t e r 1 Nopwte aremaot
scaring-[l nt erfupti on

l
H €« ' N ' T €«

( . )
(The Hon. Speaker)
Thank you. Next, the Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva.
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,(The Hon. Nimal S?“Pala De Silva) | , . (The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva)
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